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This Charleston County Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan has been funded with proceeds from the 
Transportation (Half-cent) Sales Tax approved by voters on November 2, 2004 and developed in 

accordance with County Ordinance #1343 adopted October 19, 2004.
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Charleston County voters approved in November 
2004 a Sales and Use Tax referendum that established 
a Transportation (Half-cent) sales tax for the purposes 
of financing roads, mass transit, and greenbelts.  
In the enabling legislation, Ordinance #1343, the 
Greenbelts Advisory Board, comprised of fourteen 
citizens, was established as the “primary advisory 
body for Greenbelts.”  Included in the purpose of the 
Greenbelts Advisory Board was the charge to develop 
a Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan to be presented to 
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission 
and Charleston County Council for their approval. 
 
The Greenbelts Advisory Board, with the guidance of 
Charleston county staff and their consultant, Charles 
Flink of Greenways Incorporated, Durham, North 
Carolina, has worked diligently, meeting several times 
a month for ten months to craft this Comprehensive 
Greenbelt Plan for the citizens of Charleston County.  
This Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan designs a format 
for the expenditure of that portion of the Transportation 
Sales Tax monies allocated to greenbelts.
 
The foundation of the Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan 
is the definition of “Greenbelts for Charleston County.”  
This definition was agreed upon by the Greenbelts 
Advisory Board after receiving citizen input at public 
workshops held in key locations around the County.  
The major decisions in the Comprehensive Greenbelt 

Plan include:  the division between rural and urban 
areas, which is based on the Urban/Suburbran Boundary 
as defined in the County of Charleston Comprehensive 
Plan; the ratio of 70-30 split for the allocation of the 
greenbelt proceeds between the rural and urban areas; 
the use of the greenbelt funds; and the implementation 
processes for the rural and urban allocations.

Further, the Greenbelt Advisory Board recommends  
that the Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan be enacted 
by Charleston County Council as an ordinance.  The 
Greenbelts Advisory Board, also, recommends to 
Charleston County Council that a referendum be placed 
on the November 2006 ballot so as to bond the expected 
Transportation (Half-cent) sales tax proceeds.  This 
would allow the Comprehensive Greenbelts Plan to 
maximize its potential in the near future, as opposed 
to spreading out the Transportation sales tax proceeds 
over twenty-five years.
 
The Greenbelt Advisory Board presents this 
Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan to the Charleston 
County Park and Recreation Commission, Charleston 
County Council and the citizens of Charleston County 
with great enthusiasm and excitement!  We thank 
you for the opportunity to have created a benchmark 
document for future greenbelt projects for all residents 
of Charleston County!
  
                   
  - Louise J. Maybank,    
               Chair, Greenbelt Advisory Board
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