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4.4.1 RURAL GREENBELT LANDS

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
RURAL GREENBELT LANDS

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration \
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 3

k U.S. Census Tiger Data J -
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CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA ADOPTED JUNE 6, 2006

4.4, RANCIS MARION NATIONAL FOREST .

DESCRIPTION:

This component of the greenbelt system is located in the East County planning area and is one of the re-
gion’s largest natural areas with more than 250,000 acres in both Berkeley and Charleston Counties. The
Francis Marion National Forest has been managed by the Forest Service since 1936, and is also identified

as a “Resource Management” area in the Charleston County Comprehensive Plan (p.3-2-10 and Figure
3.2.7).

PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE:

Currently, the public benefit provided by the Forest includes a multitude of educational opportunities and
recreational opportunities, including hunting, camping, biking, and hiking. There are approximately 120
miles of recreational trails available to the public, plus seven recreational areas that provide the commu-
nity with opportunities for camping, picnicking, and boating, and viewing the natural environment.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS:

As a pristine habitat for many species of plants and an-
imals, the Francis Marion National Forest is one of the
most diverse ecosystems in the United States. The For-
est is habitat to several endangered and threatened animal
and plant species, including the red-cockaded woodpeck-
er, bald eagle, American alligator, American chaff seed,
and pond berry.

AREA OF LAND TARGETED FOR
CONSERVATION:

10,275 acres (25% of total greenbelt goal)

In November of 2005, a multi-agency memorandum of
agreement was set forth to protect all unincorporated ar-
eas adjacent to the Francis Marion National Forest . The
agreement identified approximately 10,275 acres of un-
protected land within Charleston County’s portion of the
Francis Marion National Forest. The Charleston County
Greenbelt Plan supports this multi-agency effort by en-
couraging further conservation and protection of wildlife
habitat within the unprotected areas of the Forest.
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4.4.2 FRANCIS MARION NATIONAL FOREST

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
FRANCIS MARION NATIONAL FOREST

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

K U.S. Census Tiger Data J
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mmm= COUNTY BOUNDARY

* Refers to private holdings within
the Francis Marion National Forest
Proclamation Boundary
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4.4.3 LOWCOUNTRY WETLANDS

DESCRIPTION:

Charleston County has approximately 240,000 acres of wet-
land (exclusive of marine wetlands), accounting for about
forty percent of the total land area.

PuBLIC ACCESS
AND USE:

Some wetland areas
can be accessible for g a1 o AT,
water-based activities, such as canoemg, kayakmg, fi gggp} crab-
bing. However, the main benefits of wetlands are Q,nhan wa,_ ’E
quality for Charleston County and fish and- Wlldllﬁé"pm i
Additionally, wetland protection can prevent disturbanc

that provide critical floodwater storage and ﬁltratlon

CHARACTERISTICS'
cludes habitat for five species des-
at the fed&al level, three species
: ,;i)emes endangered
ty-four species of state
l concern. More than

0 nd in Cha:ﬁoﬂr‘ K

FOR CONSERVATION:
. of wbelt goal) _
The pr‘ojecb nsultant recommends a target of 5,610
acres of additional wetland protection for critical areas
_ throughout harleston Cou (y ,,Tm goal represents a
~supplement to cuﬂ‘entl ,: 'ted Wetlands for both the
i _‘Bql_ral and Urban a_nds :

i
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” " 4.4.3 LOWCOUNTRY WETLANDS

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
LOWCOUNTRY WETLANDS

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston

Lowcountry Open Land Trust ; > -».,',__' i '
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments Ny
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program N -" ~
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration et ’
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Vg
\ U.S. Census Tiger Data J 2 Y
C
o

[ EXISTING GREENSPACE
BN WETLANDS*
[ 1 INCORPORATED AREAS

* Not permanently protected; afforded
some protection under state and federal
regulation.
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4.4.4A PRC REGIONAL PARKS

DESCRIPTION:

The existing park facilities provided by the
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commis-
sion (PRC) offer a diverse range of recreation op-
portunities for the citizens of Charleston County.
The total acreage of existing park facilities, includ-
ing undeveloped future park sites, is 5,192 acres.

PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE:

Currently, recreational opportunities provided by
PRC range from special use facilities, such as wa-
ter access facilities and historical/cultural parks,
to regional parks, such as James Island Park and
Wannamaker County Park.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS:

As a greenbelt component, PRC parks will address needs for both passive and active greenspace. In a
1999 user survey conducted by PRC staff, 1,797 respondents prioritized future developments with the
following outcome for the top three types: beach access, educational/interpretive shelters, and open
space.

AREA OF LAND TARGETED FOR CONSERVATION: 4,675 acres (12% of total greenbelt goal)
The PRC Open Space Analysis indicates that an additional 4,675 regional parkland acres are needed
to meet the recreation needs of the projected population for 2015. While potential future parks are not
depicted due to the sensitive nature of land values, the PRC does identify the Urban landscapes (East
Cooper, West Ashley, North Charleston, and the Charleston Peninsula, respectively) as having the great-
est need for additional County Parks.
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4.4.4A PRC REGIONAL PARKS

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
PRC REGIONAL PARKS

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments

North Charleston
Wannamaker County Park

South Carolina Gap Analysis Program ~
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service >
\ U.S. Census Tiger Data J -
C
: o
~ Palmetto Islands
~ County Park
Caw Caw Interpretive Center . ‘ .. .\‘, N ) o C
Voo b Isle of Palms County Park
 James Island X
Cotmty Park - s
3 SV Future Park W EXISTING GREENSPACE
P ' \2 .‘ \\M:get I?” y 7 BN CHARLESTON COUNTY PARKS
= Equestfian Center Folly Beach Fishing Pier ] INCORPORATED AREAS
Folly Beach County Park =1 URBAN/RURAL BOUNDARY
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" 4.4.4B PRC BOAT LANDINGS

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
PRC BOAT LANDINGS

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ™
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service »>
U.S. Census Tiger Data >
Charleston County PRC
N ' % c
o
O / BOAT LANDINGS \
1. Pierpont* Church Creek, West Ashley
4 2. Remleys Point Wando River, Mount Pleasant
3. Paradise* Wando River, East of the Cooper
4. Steamboat Steamboat Creek, Edisto Island
5. Wappoo Cut Elliott Cut, James Island
6. Battery Island Stono River, James Island
7. Folly River Folly River, Folly Island
8. Riverland Terrace Wappoo Creek, James Island
9. John P. Limehouse Stono River, Johns Island
10. Cherry Point Bohicket Creek, Wadmalaw Island
11. Bulow Rantowles Creek, West Ashley
12. Martins Edisto River, Parkers Ferry Area
13. Penny Creek* Penny Creek, Wilton Area
14. Willtown Bluff*  Edisto River, Adams Run
15. Dawho Landing  Dawho River, Edisto Island
16. Shem Creek Shem Creek, Mount Pleasant
17. Gadsonville* Copahee Sound, East of the Cooper
[ EXISTING GREENSPACE 18. County Farm Ashley River, North Charleston
(‘ BB BOAT LANDINGS 19. Toogoodoo Toogoodoo Creek, Edisto Island
[ ] INCORPORATED AREAS * Do not recommend launching at these landings, more
v : URBAN/RURAL BOUNDARY Qppropriate for kayaks and canoes J
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4.4.5 URBAN GREENBELT LANDS

DESCRIPTION:

The delineation of Urban and Suburban Areas in the Future Land Use
section of the Charleston County Comprehensive Plan was used to de-
termine Urban Greenbelt Lands. (Charleston County Comprehensive
Plan, Figure 3.2.1).

PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE:
Typical uses for Urban Greenbelt Lands include urban parks, cultural/
historic sites, reclaimed greenspace, and water access.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS:

Urban Greenbelt Lands contain the greatest population den-
sity and intensity of development, as well as the greatest
concentration of jobs and economic activity. Conservation
of greenspace for various uses will be crucial in offsetting
the negative impacts of increased density.

AREA OF LAND TARGETED FOR CONSERVATION:
2,000 acres (5% of total greenbelt goal)

The project consultant recommends a target of 2,000 acres
of Urban Greenbelt Lands to be conserved in order to meet
the needs of future urban area residents. Specifically targeted
lands include priority areas identified by North Charleston,
Mount Pleasant, Charleston, and other communities within
the Urban Area.
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4.4.5 URBAN GREENBELT LANDS

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT:
URBAN GREENBELT LANDS

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration \
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service A1

k U.S. Census Tiger Data J
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4.4.6 GREENWAYS
DESCRIPTION:
Greenway Corridors were determined by combining
future bikeway and trail routes identified in the
Charleston County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan, the Palmetto Conservation Foundation’s
Regional Trails Plan, the Charleston Area
Transportation Study Long Range Transportation
. Plan, the East Coast Greenway, and from
public input gathered at the Greenbelt Planning
Workshops.

PuBLIC ACCESS AND USE: _

User benefits of walking and biking include in-
creased health and fitness, economic benefits,
transportation alternatives, increased social in-
teraction, and the preservation of sense of place.
Greenways also provide users solace and links to
nature, while providing regional wildlife with es-
sential corridors of continuous open space.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS:
Greenway Corridors are an essential component of
the Greenbelt System as a whole. They will cre-
ate regional connections for rural and urban resi-
dents, using a sustainable form of transportation:
walking and biking. Additionally, greenways will
connect existing and future greenspaces, yielding
tremendous benefits to Charleston County’s natural
environment.

AREA OF LAND TARGETED FOR
CONSERVATION:

1,200 acres (3% of total greenbelt goal)

The 1,200-acre goal for Greenway Corridors is
based on a 200-mile system of greenways with
50-foot wide corridors. Both the South Carolina
State Outdoor Recreation Plan and the Charleston
County Park and Recreation Commission recom-
‘mend approximately 200 miles of trail to accom-
modate the needs of Charleston County’s growing
population.
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4.4.6 GREENWAYS
TO WAMBAW TRAIL

‘, 8L COAST GREENWAY,

GREENBELT SYSTEM COMPONENT: ¢y L Vi

GREENWAYS
- DATA SOURCES N

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources O WANNAMAKER PARK
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

K U.S. Census Tiger Data J
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TRAIL
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GREENWAY,
SOUTH

[ EXISTING GREENSPACE
i EXISTING BIKE PATHS
mm==_ PROPOSED GREENWAYS
% 1 URBAN/RURAL BOUNDARY
[ 1 INCORPORATED AREAS
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4.5 GREENBELT SYSTEM

All of the individual Greenbelt Components are combined and illustrated within the 1

. following map. This map constitutes the recommended Greenbelt System for Charles-
~ton County. This is a projection of priority landscapes and corridors that comprise the i
 Greenbelt System. , ‘
2
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4.5 GREENBELT SYSTEM MAP

' -

CHARLESTON COUNTY )

GREENBELT SYSTEM MAP

/ DATA SOURCES \

Trust for Public Land
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
County of Charleston
Lowcountry Open Land Trust
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments
South Carolina Gap Analysis Program
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

K U.S. Census Tiger Data J

RURAL PRIORITY AREAS
0 FRANCIS MARION-UNPROTECTED
B [ OWCOUNTRY WETLANDS
[ COUNTY PARKS - EXISTING
] URBAN AREA BOUNDARY
mmmm  GREENWAY SYSTEM PROPOSED

[ ] INCORPORATED AREAS
I EXISTING GREENSPACE

o NORTH

* FH R wdie g GREENBELT SYSTEM 4-25



CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA ADOPTED JUNE 6, 2006

4-26 GREENBELT SYSTEM H q_, ﬂ e @



